Relative to the Drsev TE about the © - > 


5 iF 1 
9 y by 
, þ k g 
: * d 
£ : | 
9 ju 3 £ - * 1 
* . ? * 
4 2 . \ 


«> 


Pariſh Re 


To whick is added, 24", * av f 9 


a 9 . 

— Y g 4 * 1 — 

| | - 8 
405 b 8 5 ö 2 N. op” | . 

4 * * 3 71 0 * 0 

8 0 a & b < ; 

TO 4 | ht - 2" 2 

* * ; 5 A 8 1 * » \ : 4 1 

f 3 

2% '% 4 


ery difingenuous and calunnious Charge made 
againſt the late Church-Wardens of that 
Parith, in a Pamphlet lately publiſhed by the 3 
Miniſter, intituled, © Lerters and Infiruments - > 
relative to the Diſpute, ON ic.” be 1 
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He that 3s firſt in bis cum ; Car: ſo ſeemeth gh, but © 
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N OME Time in the Summer of the 
8 


4 Year 1765, and ſoon after we were 
Ks elected Church-Wardens for the Pa- 

| Triſh of Chatham; having diſcovered 

that a Baſtard Child, which was born in the 
Pariſh of St. Nicholas in- Rocheſter, had beent 
baptized * at Chatham Church, without any 
Remark ot Memorandum having been made of 
its being born in the Pariſh of St. Nicholas. 
And as the Place of Baprijm is generally ad- 
| judged to be the Place of Birth and Settlement, 
unleſs the contrary appears; and as it might 
happen that this Child, by its Baptiſm in Chat- 
ham, might become chargeable to that Pariſh, 

| by reaſon of ſuch Neglect of making a Re- 
A 2 mark 


*A Caſe of this Sort lately appeared on an Appeal be- 
tween St. Margaret's in Rocheſter, and Maid/tone Pariſhes, 
both in Kent. A Baſtard Child was born at St Margaret's 
and baptized at Maidſtone. The Regiſter of the Baptiſm 
Was produced to prove the Birth, and to fix the Settlement 
there ; but by meer Accident, it being found out, that 
the Child was born at St. Margaret's, its Settlement was 
adjudged to be there. EY 3 

{> Hence we fee how neceflary it is to take Care at 
the Regiſtering of Baptiſms, to note the Place of the 
Birth; and that the utmoſt Care ought to be taken of 
Pariſh Regiſterse | | 
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wark or Memorandum of its Birth in St. M. 
 _ ebolass Pariſh : This Inſtance, and on a Con- 
ſideration of the many Inconveniencies that 


may ariſe from the Loſs of, or an incorrect or 
imperfect Regiſter being kept ; firſt gave a 
Hint to us of deWing the Miniſter to ＋ place 
our Pariſh-Regi/ter in a Coffer in the Church, 
with three Locks upon it, purſuant to the Di- 
rections of the 7oth 4 Canon, in order that 
the Regiſtering of Baptiſms, Weddings, and 


Burials 


' The Miniſter is a Minor Canon of Roc heſter, and 
keeps the Chatham Regiſter at his Houſe in Rocheſter. 


+} Canon 70. A. D. 1603. 2 
In every Church and Chapel within this Realm, ſhall 
* be provided one Parchment Book, at the Charge of the 
« Pariſh, wherein ſhall be written the Day and Year of 
& every Chriſtening, Wedding and Burial, which have 


& been in that Pariſh ſince the Time that the Law was 


c firſt made in that Behalf, fo far as the ancient Books 
ee ginning of the Reign of the late Queen. And for the: 


* ſafe keeping of the ſaid Book, the Church- Wardens, at 


the Charge of the Pariſh, ſhall provide one fure Coffer, 
with three Locks and Keys, whereof the one to remain 
e with the Miniſter, and the other to with the Church- 


„ Wardens feverally, ſo that neither the Minister without 


4. the two Church-Mardens, nor the Church-Wardens with- 
« out the Minifler, ſhall at any Time take that Book out 
dc of the faid Coffer. And henceforth, upon every Sabbath 


„ Day, immediately after Morning or Evening Prayer, 


&© the Miniſter and Church-Wardens ſhall take the faid 
„ Parchment Book out of the ſaid Coffer, and the Mi- 


s niſter, in the Preſence of the Church-Wardens, (ball 


& write and record in the ſaid Book, the Names of all 
« Perſons chriſtened, together with the Names and Sur- 
© names of their Parents; and alfo the Names of all Per- 
< ſons married and buried in that Pariſh, in the Week 
<< before, and the Day and Year of every ſuch Chriftening, 
Marriage and Burial ; and that done, they ſhall lay 

tha 


thereof can be procured, but eſpecially ſince the Be- 


131 

Burials might be made, ſo as to have the Au- 
thenticity attending them, which the Laws of 
the Land required in that Reſpect; and ac- 
cordingly, on the 29th Day of Oclober, 1765, 
we waited on the Miniſter for that Purpoſe, 
and having given him many cogent Reaſons, 
for having the Regiſter depoſited agreeable to 
the Directions of the ſaid Canon, and deſiring 
that it might be ſo depoſited for the future; 


yet he abſolutely refuſed to comply with ſuch 


Requeſt : Whereupon we advi/ed with the 
principal Inhabitants of the Pariſh, and they re- 
commended the Canon to be put in Force; 
and at a Viſitation of the Reverend Dr. Denne, 
Arch Deacon of Rocheſter, in September or Oc- 
tober laſt, we made a Preſentment of ſuch 


Breach of the Canon, and Redreſs was ex- 
pected 


« that Book in the Coffer as before; and the Miniſter and 
“ Church-Wardens, unto every Page of that Book, when 
« it ſhall be filled with ſuch Inſcriptions, ſhall ſubſcribe 
«© ther Names. And the Church-Wardens ſhall once every 
« Year, within one Month after the 25th Day of March, 
« tranſmit unto the Biſhop of the Dioceßs, or his Chan- 
« cellor, a true Copy of the Names of all Perſons chriſt- 
« ened, married or buried in their Pariſh, in the Year 
© before. ended the ſaid 25th Day of March, and the 
certain Days and Months in which every ſuch Chriſt- 
* ening, Marriage and Burial was had, to be ſubſcribed 
* with the Hands of the ſaid Miniſters and Church- 
« Wardens, to the End the ſame may be faithfully pre- 
* ſerved in the Regiſtry of the ſaid Biſhop ; which Cer- 
* tificate ſhall be received without Fee. And if the Mi- 
* niſter or Church-Wardens ſhall be negligent in Per- 
« formance of any thing herein contained, it ſhall be law- 
* ful for the Biſhop, or his Chancellor, to convent tbem, 
* and proceed againſt every of them, as Contemners of this 


« our Conſtitution, 


x al 
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pected therefrom, but it had not the deſired 
PRA 80 we took the Liberty to addreſs the 
Tord Biſhop of Rocheſter, in Relation thereto, 
by a Leiter in thefe Terms, vis. 


To the Right Reverend Father in G od Zachary, 
| Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, 


Chatham, Dec. 2 5 176 z 


JX E the Church-Wardens of the Pariſh of 
Chatham, in your Dioceſe, do humbly 
beg Leave to recommend to your Conſidera- 

tion the following Caſe. Iz 
By Defire of the principal Part of the Pa- 
riſhioners (from the Inconveniencies which 
have lately occur'd) we have requeſted the 
Regiſter-Book to be kept in the Church, which 
has been refuſed by Mr. Frank, our Miniſter, 
who keeps it out of the Pariſh. We have 
made a Preſentment of it at the late Viſitation, 
the Gentlemen there acting, think we have 
no Right to keep it with the Miniſter, as di- 
rected by the 7oth Canon, but to be kept by 
him alone. Your Lordſhip's Book of Direct- 
ions is contrary to their Opinon, ſo is Dr. Burns 
Eccleſiaſtic Law. The Objections we make 
are principal ones ; particularly that of bringing 
illegitimate Children from the neighbouring 
Pariſhes, and baptizing them in our Church, 
and no Notice taken in the Regifter where 
they are brought from, as Church-Wardens 
are moſt acquainted with the OD : of 
>. Me 


| (7; | 

large Pariſhes, as ours is, by. duly executing 
che Regiſter may avoid the Incumbrance likely 
to fall on the Pariſh from theſe Practices; hum- 
by beg your Lordſhip will. favour us with an 
Anſwer how we may proceed in this Matter 
of great Conſequence. - Beg Leave to ſtile our- 
lives, If, ane eH 


— — =. © 0 
— 25 4 


Jy 


Maur moſt obedient bumble S ervants. 


Which his Lordſhip was pleaſed to con- 
lend to anſwer in the following Letters. 


Dean yard, Weliminſer, 
3 | De. r, 1 © 
F I 1 
| WIT H my Reſpects to you and your Bro- 
ther Church-Warden, this comes to ac- 
quaint you, that I have received your joint 
Letter, and am ſorry to find, that there is any 
Miſunderſtanding between you and Mr. Frank. 
Before I received your Letter I had received 
ne from Mr. Frank, concerning the Affair of 
the Pariſh-Regiſter, and I had written to him 
on that Subject: Perhaps what I faid in my 
Letter concerning it. may contribute to make 


ke up the Difference between both Parties; but 
03 k not, it cannot be expected by either Party, 
ng hat I ſhould judicially give my Opinion in the 
h, {Watter. The proper Application is to be 
re ade to my Court, in which my Chancellor 
n its as Judge, and where he determines ſuch 
of Wiſutes, after hearing what is ſaid by the Ad- 
8e {Wocates on both Sides, i | 


The 
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Tue proper Way of bringing this Quelle 


on 


about keeping the Regiſter, before my Court 


is to employ a Proctor for that Purpoſe (there | 
are many of them living about Doctors Cummum q 
and he will put you in a Way of inſtituting 
Suit for obtaining a Judgment from the Chan. 
_—... LO 
In your Letter you mention me as having 
wen an Opinion in a Book of Directions; but L 
I know of no Book of Directions given by me, L 
unleſs a half Sheet of printed Queſtions ſent tf b. 
my Clergy in 1757, be called ſo; and in thè . 
Sett of Queſtions I do not find a Word abou i * 
Regiſters, Iam, g . th 
5 1 1 _ 
Ge pl 
Nur very humble Servun. ys 
Dean's-yard, Weſtminſtr, Ju 
Dec. 12, 1765. = 
STR, | ad . 
SIN CE I wrote to you, I have recollefted by 
that in the printed Sheet of Paper, call 2 
Articles of Viſitation and Enquiry, &c. ſent u 4g 
every Pariſh upon my primary Viſitation i w 
1757, there is Mention made, in Tit. i. Se n 
8, of the Regiſter-Books, and the manner d 
keeping them in every Pariſh, as is directe CL 
by the 7oth Canon. This, I ſuppoſe is whit | 
your Letter calls 2 Book of Directions; and it 
certain, that my Queſtions in that Paper 0 hy 


8 Enquiſe 


* * * * 
* 
* 1 


* 


11 
Enquiries did relate to ſuch Rules as are laid 
lown in the 7oth Canon. „ 
| Of this I thought proper to give you and 
your Brother Church-Warden Notice, and 


os 
4 
_y 5 — Re — 
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am, | 
Your very humble Servant. I 


We attended the Miniſter with the Biſhop's _ 1 
Letters, and reſpecifully deſired to peruſe his 
Lordſhip's Letter to him, relating to the Diſ- 
pute (which his Lordſhip in his Letters to us 
. bad informed us he had ſent to him) but he 

_ abſolutely refuſed to ſhew it, * or to part with 
the Regiſter- Book. 

On the 14th of Oclober following, the Mi- 
niſter ſent us the Letter ſet forth in his PfPam- 
phlet, Page 26, and finding thereby he was 
inflexible to any further Treaty or Application 
(which "we always made to him in the molt reſpect- 
ful manner) for depoſiting the Regiſter as a- 
bove ; We informed him, by Notice in Writ- 
ing, dated the 28th of December, that a Veſtry 
would be held the next Day, being Sundav, to 
collect the Senſe of the Pariſhioners on his Re- 
fuſal, and to have their Reſolution concerning 
it; and accordingly ſuch Veſtry was held, and 
an Order was made in theſe Words, 


At a Veſtry held in the Pariſh- Church at 
Chatham, in the County of Kent, the agth of 
B December, 


gBecauſe it might contribute to make up the Differ- 
ence, Vide the Biſhop's Letter of the 10th of December. 


| DR” | 

December, 1765, Agreed, the Regiſters be kept 
at the ſaid Church, under the Care and Cuf. 
tody of the Miniſter and Church-Wardens, 
which ſhall be at all times in the Power of | 
them to have Recourſe to, to ſee regiſtered 
the Marriages, Burials and Chriſtenings. And 
as the faid Regiſter have been kept at the Mi- 
niſter's own Houſe out of the Pariſh, we there- 
fore order, that the faid Regiſters be for the 
future kept at the Church, according to the 
7oth Canon, and that the Church-Wardens 
do communicate the ſame to Mr. Frank. 
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John Cazeneuve | 
Diller Wetheridge | Church-Wardens, 
Sam. Hall, | Overſeer. © 

Tho. Fletcher Will. Billings 

Jaac Wildaſh Will. Treſs 
Jacob Cageneuue John Byers 

James Purcel Geo. King 


= | r Hen. Spencer 

= - John Sargent Dan. Wells 
Rich, Cooke John Somerton 
Henry Farmer : 


At which Veſtry were preſent eighteen Pa- 
riſhioners, #9 of whom were Juſtices of the 
4 | Peace for Kent ; and ſeveral others of them 
| - were Perſons of Opulence, Senſe and Experience, 
and above the Suſpicion of being pack'd to make 
a Party of by either of the Diſputants, to an- 
ſwer any finiten Purpoſe, as the Miniſter hints 
at in Page 39 of his Pamphlet. 

8 Hitherto 
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Hitherto it appears moſt obviouſly, that no 
Step was intended to be taken in the eccleſi- 
aſtical or common Law Courts (fince the Pre- 
ſentment above mentioned, which proved a- 
bortive) to enforce the Miniſter to an Obſer- 


W vance or Obedience to the Terms of the Canon, 


though it is moſt artfully inſinuated in his Pam- 
phlet, Pages 18, 19 and 39, that ve are People 
of enterprizing Tempers — May hike to litigate 
and try what we can do in the Spiritual Court — 
And then in Weſtminſter-Hall — But at Length 
will wiſh we had let the Chace alone |! 
Pardon this Digreſſion, and we will proceed. 
We preſented a Copy of the Veſtry Order * 
of the 29th of December, to the Miniſter, and 
after a Peruſal of it, he told us the Book 
ſhould be brought into the Pariſh ; we.then re- 
| /pefifuly demanded of him when? So ſoon, 
| (anſwers he) as you are provided with a Cheſt 
with three Locks and Keys to keep them in. 
We departed, and very ſoon afterwards 
waited upon him again, and ola him the Chest 
was provided, and he promiſed that the Re- 
giſter-Books ſhould be brought there that 
Week (or in a Week's Time) but they not 
being brought according to ſuch Promiſe, we 
ſent him this Letter. | 
| Chatham, 


*The Miniſter has in his Pamphlet requeſted that pro- 
per Allowances for Inaccuracies and Errors be made; fo 
the Church-Wardens hope to have the ſame Favour granted 
to them, and for the ſame Reaſons, | 
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. Chatham, Feb, 18, 1766, 
STR, 55 


N our Application (on Monday the rol 


Inſtant) to you, you promiſed the Regif. 
ter-Books ſhould be brought down to the 


Church: On our Enquiry on Sunday laſt in 


the Afternoon, we find they are not. If you 
have a Defire to preſerve that Tranquility with 
the Pariſh, as you have in your. Letters ex- 
preſs'd, we think you would not have forfeit- 


ed your Word. Theſe are to deſire your An- 


ſwer per the Bearer, if you intend ſending 
them down this Week; if not, we have ſuch 
Directions as may not prove agreeable. We 
are, | 15 ö 
. 


And on the 2oth of January following, he 
ſent us the following Letter. hs, 


3 Rocheſter, Jan. 2th, 1766. 
- - | 
A you have been pleaſed to tell me, that a 

Cheſt, with three Locks and Keys, is pro- 
vided for the /afe keeping of the Regiſters; 1 
take this Opportunity of acquainting you, that, 
on the previous Condition of having it under 
your Hands, that you will punctually comply 
with the Directions of the 7oth Canon, and 


your oN Order of Veſtry, they ſhall be forth- 


with ſent.— Theſe are the Words of the Cann, 
| | & That 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


T3... 

That the Regiſter for Chriſtenings, Weddings, 
J « an d Burials, ſhalt be put into A fare Coffer 
W with three Locks and Keys, whereof the one 


th; to remain with the Mirzfler, and the other 
if. „e with the Church-Wargdens ſeverally: So 
he that neither the Miniſter without the two 
in  « Church-Wardens, nor the Church-Wardens 


« without the Miniſter, ſhall at any Time 


o⁰ 
in „ take that Book out of the Coffer. Your 
x. ſignifying a Readineſs to comply with theſe 


Lerms, will be a Means of putting an End to all 
Strife on this Head, between yourſelves, and 


This Letter being unintelligible and evaſroe, 


| ing to be to poſtpone his delivering up the 
Books till Eaſter, when we ſhould be out of 
| Office; * and being publickly and privately 
| inſtigated by ſeveral of the Pariſhioners, to 
bring the Matter to an ſue and Determination, 
we called another Veſtry, who made the fol- 
lowing Order, + v2. | 


it 2 | 

o- At a Veſtry called in the Pariſh-Church at 
. I WW Chatham, in the County of Kent, on Sunday the 
lat, . 23d 


der * As the Miniſter has the Appointment of one Church- 
ply Warden, and the Pariſhioners the other, he entertained 
Ind Hopes, that our Succeſſors would not follow the Chace, as 


he is pleaſed to call it, or at leaſt not gallop ſo faſt as the 
preſent. 


I This Order was ſigned by twenty-three Pariſhioners, 
being all that were preſent, except one or two Perſons, 


Faithful Friend and Paſtor. 


and the Drift of his whole Proceedings ſeem 


BRK = A — 


| 1 the 24th Day of February, 1766. 
Order made the 29th Day of December, I. 705 


. Veſtry then held, but he the ſaid Walter Frank, 


1 ; 
23d Day of February, 1766, to be held d 


Whereas it appears unto us, that on a Ve 


it was required, that the Reverend al 
Prank, Miniſter of the Pariſh of Chatham: afore. Ml 
faid, ſhould no longer keep the Regiſter-Books ſh 
belonging to the ſaid Pariſh' out of and fron 
the ſame, but that the ſaid Books ſhould be 
kept and lodged in the faid Pariſh-Church ; 
And whereas a true Copy of the faid Order 
has been delivered to the ſaid Walter Frank, i 
agreeable to the Requeſt and Direction of the 


has in no ways complied with the faid Order, WW; 
although he hath often promiſed fo to do. 
Now therefore, we whoſe Hands are hereunto 
ſet, on this Veſtry, duly held by Notice in the 
faid Church, and by me the largeſt Bell 
thereof, do hereby Order, that the ſaid Re- 


giſter-Books be immediately brought into the 


Veſtry-Room of the ſaid Church, and there 
kept under the Care of the Miniſter and 
 Church-Wardens of the ſaid Pariſh, for the 


Time being; and that in caſe the ſaid Wal 
Frank does not immediately comply with this 
our Order, we hereby order Mr. John Cazeneun 
and Mr. William Mitheriage, the preſent Church- 
Wardens of the ſaid Pariſh, forthwith to take 


and uſe all and every ſuch Meaſures and Pro- 


ceedings againſt him in the Eccleſiaſtical or 
Temporal Courts, or otherwiſe to compel hm 
the faid Walter Frank thereto, as they the faid 


Wl, 


* 


1 i 5 1 | | k 
| abn Cazeneuve and William . itheridge, their 
ouncil, Proctor, or Attornies, ſhall be ad- 


ſiry iſed, and think neceſſary and expedient to 
6% hat End. And we hereby further order, for 
Mer e Indemnity of them the ſaid Church-War- 
ore- ens Joln Cazenexve and William Whiteridee, 
zoks What the ſucceeding Church-Wardens and O- 


Ecrſcers of the Poor of the ſaid Pariſh, do pay 


J EPR EY TIF Een Oo NS Ta 7 


| be he faid John Cazeneuve and William Witberidge 
ch: {Well their Coſts, Charges, Damages and Ex- 
rder ences, attending or enſuing from the ſaid 


: Meaſures and Proceedings, ſo to be taken as 
Wforclaid, out of the Church and Poors Rates, 
which ſhall be collected in the faid Pariſh. 


der, Witneſs our Hands this 24th Day of February, 
do. 7766. , Ws 

anto BW Von Cazeneuve 

the 2 Witheridge n 
Bell Step. Hart þ 7 BAD EG 

Re- Sam. Hall f 

the Rich. Cooke Fohn Byers 

here Will. Guy © Will. Bolton 

and James Purcel ' Will. Berry 

the Edw. Mood Henry Spencer 

alter Henry Farmer Mill. Carter 

this Dan. Wells Tho. Coller © 

Cut Will. Billings Tho. Tame 

rch- Geo. King Rob. Landen 

take Tho. Boys Vill. Newell 

* Jer. Sparrow 1 

1 or | | 

him And the next Day we ſent him the follow- 


Ing Letter, | 
8 


£ 


= ä ; 
"P HESE are to inform you of a Veſtry calle 
on Sunday, and held Yeſterday, thou Wi 
judge not the earlieſt Information. We think 
there can be na ſufficient Reaſon why the Re. 
giſter-Books ſhould be kept out of the Paci Wi 
till Ea/jer Monday; the Purport of the Ordæ 
made at the Veſtry, held by calling in tif 
a Church, and tolling the Bell) do order tf 
f the Pariſh Regiſter Books, which you hare, 
be immediately brought into the Veſtry Roan 
of the Church, and there kept under the Cat 
of the Miniſter and Church-Wardens of the 
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f faid Pariſh, for the Time being; and if te = 
K 0 0 o - . . Yer 
1 Order is not immediately complied with, N 
L are ordered to uſe ſuch Meaſures and Proceed. mil 
7 ings as we ſhall be adviſed by Council, Proc- | 
1 tors, or Attornies, either in the Ecclefiaſticl "= 
1 or Temporal Courts; and alſo, we are indem- 75 
1 nified from all Coſts of Suit, Damages, &c. oi "0 


be paid out of the Church and Poors Rates 


Se. | Suc 
Now theſe are further to acquaint, if thi =: 


Order is not comply'd with, we ſhall To-mor 
row ſet out for London, and proceed according Dir 
to the Requeſt of the Order. Hope you wil = 
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. by this be thoroughly convinced the Diſpler f 5 
= ſure you muſt gain of the Pariſhioners, in te - 
1 detaining them. Your Compliance you mij 
J plainly ſee will be a Means to put an End i 
4 . 8 1 . * 
( all Animoſities, which will prove a Pleaſure 8 . 0 
„ us as well as you, 2 Plalr 
= Your humble Servo be n 
is | f 
$þ omit 
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Win Excuſe (which is a paltry one indeed!) in 
nis Note thereon, in Page 40, of the 7ediouſneſs 
Wof copying * his own Letters, and the Impoſſt- 
li of doing it Verbatim, and for the abrevi- 
Wing a Paſſage, Gc. yet there can be no Ex- 
cuſe for his enlarging, mutilating, and amputa- 
Wing of them as he has done in his Publication 
W though we ſcorn to be ſo ungenerous as to 
take the Advantage which ſuch a Proceeding 
may have given us, as he is far advanced in 
Years, and (as he imforms us) /ubjef? to Infir- 
mes. * 


The Reader may be aſſured that in our Pro- 


| Feather of Viclery in our Caps; and we truſt we 
| have made no zndecent, if any Triumph upon our 


been foretold or prognoſticated. 

To conclude then, this Narrative (which is a 
true and exact State of the Facts relative to the 
Diſpute between the Miniſter and us, in reſpect 
to the Regiſter) after the above literary and many 
verbal Altercations had concerning it, and after 


lo much perplextn g, puzzling, and fulmmating, + 


The Miniſter might have employed his Curate to do 
it (whoſe “ Tongue is the Pen of a ready Writer,” as the 


he might have ordered his Curate to have done it. | 
＋ A Term uſed in his Letter of the 25th of February, 
omitted in the Publication. 


And we received an Anſwer thereto, dated 
e ſame Day, which is ſet forth in Page 35 of 
the Pamphlet; and notwithſtanding he pleads: 


ceedings in this Buſineſs, - we had more the 
Service of the Pariſh in View, than to clap a 


Succeſſes, although the Contrary ſeems to have 


Si about 


Plalmiſt expreſſes it) or if he had been otherwiſe employed, 


3 | 
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iſter very lately ſent 
as the 
A 


n 
the Regiſter, and it is now depoſited 
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about the Matter, the 


irects. 


7oth Canon d 


— — 2 en 2 Gas — — 


— — — — 


— oy 2 hen I ̃⅛— recon torts ] tn HO A . 
I Aͥ2ͤͥ date” SEL it ACE aA; 2: a S 
— ub r * . | X l — 8 * . = 
on 1 8 3 N — 7 2 2— 2 


. On Ig” a Ee 2 rt, ——— —— dey nn 
gps CLIT ß 


= 


_=_ 


AN 


3 bo - + ru 5 +. —_ 
JS 


„ 
ANSWER 
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g DI ngenuous and Caluminous Charge 


made againſt the late Church- War- 
dens, &c. 


Miniſter of Chatham, after a very ob/tinate 
Conteſt for ſeveral Months, for keeping 
che Regiſter- Books of the Pariſh in h:s own Cuf- 
Wa and out of the Pariſh, ſhould at laſt ſubmit 
© to have them depoſited purſuant to the Canon 
Lade in that Reſpect? Is it not more than a 
tacit Acknowledgment of his being in the 
Wrong 7 If ſo, had not he much better have 
let ſuch a ſtiff necked Behaviour, ſunk into Ob- 
Tlivion ; and rather than have and afreſh the 
ſmall Flame that now remains of the late Di/- 
ue into a Blaze, have left it to extinguiſh of 
its own Accord, which a little Time probably 
would have effected! No; it ſeems that the 
Miniſter would not let fuch an Opportunity 
lp of appearing in Print, to diſplay his Talents 
mn Diſputation ! As is moſt evident, by a Part 
C2 of 


| ik it not exceedingly amazing ! that the 


20 1 : 
« printed, and laid before the World.“ 


and Incivilitics laid to our Charge: To pro 
_ 


of the Church of England, it being ſo wel 
'known to them; and that we have alu 
ſhewed a great Veneration for it, and its Miniſn 


niſter from being of different Principles only, 


Life we ſubmit to the ſtricteſt Scrutiny. 
The Charge hinted to us in Page 1, of tle 


„ how far it is founded on Truth. 
= We perceive the whole Drift of his Pamplllt 
3X is to ſhew that © Ye have done theſe thing 
* | « which we ought not to have done ; and that Wi 
18 % have left undone thoſe things which we ought 
3 | 35 ce fit 


of his Letter of the 25th of February (which 
Part, with other Parts of it, he has omitted u 
print in his Pamphlet) viz. © And I def 
“your Conſent, that every Letter, every Paper 
ce and every Tranſaction be collected together Wil 


1 1 , 
G \ Ts _ WR” 3g CRY 


Well, we with the Miniſter had publiſh 
all the eEvERYs he mentions in his Letter, ani 
then it would have ſaved us the Trouble «iff 
this Publication to make good the Defcienam 
of his, to clear ourſelves of the High Crim 


It is almoſt needleſs to inform the Pariſhion. ; 
ers of Chatham, that we are faithful Member 


hn Ky 5 5 


and we have thought it neceffary to mention 
this, to ſhew that we are not D:ſſenters, and 
have not /aunched into a Diſpute with our M. 


but for a real Cauſe ; and our Characters i $ 
Pamphlet, that in our Office of Church-Wa- 


den we *© have done jo little for the Church and 
& Religion,” we leave the Pariſhioners to judge 
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&« have ahne; and ſo by lagick Art, prove we 


have done /6 litile for the Pariſh ; but our 
worthy Neighbours will judge upon real Facts, 


and (we doubt not) allow, that we have done 


a great deal of Service to the Pariſh ſince we 


came into our Office. 
We need not enter into the Particulars here; 
they are eaſily recollected. 
We are charged in Page 2, with a Breach 
of our Oath, in not obſerving the 26th Canon, 
by making 0 Preſentment of unclean Perſons — 


common Swearers or Drunkards — Habitual 


Neglecters of divine Service, and others, who 
by their wicked Lives are a public Scandal and 
Reproach to Religion. 

Now it is not, and indeed it cannot be ſup- 


poſed, that Church - Wardens are acquainted 


with the Canon or Eccleſiaſtical Laws; it is 
very plain it is not expected, for ſuch Parts of 
thoſe Laws as come under the Juriſdiction or 
Execution of Church-Wardens, are ſet forth in 
the Biſhop's Articles of Viſitation and Inquiry, at 


his Primary Viſitation, * for their Information 


and Inftruftion ; and there the above Charges 


run in theſe Words, vs. 
I. © Are there any in your Pariſh who lie 
* under a common Fame or vehement Suſpicion 


« of Adultery, Fornication, or Inceſt ? 


2. © Are there in your Pariſh any common 
« Swearers or Drunkards ? 


3. Are 


* Vide the printed Articles, dated 1757. 
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3. * 'Are there any who REI abſent 1 


7. W 0 9 33 25 "6.4 + 'F 
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< themſelves from the public Worſhip of God {ec 
on the Lord's Day! py = 
To the firſt we anſwer, That in ſuch 2 #- 8 of 
pulous Place as Chatham (eſpecially in War to 
Time) there may be ſeveral Perſons who may lf to 
fall under common Fame, or the Suſpicion of Wil 
being guilty of the Crimes mentioned in this the 
Article; but to preſent meer common Fame or Will anc 
Suſpicion, ſurely means nothing; and to come Nit i 
at Facts to ground a Proſecution and Punith- Wi of 
ment is a moſt difficult Matter. — We believe hac 
it would be out of the Power of the whole , de. ine 
ciety for the Reformation of Manmers, if they te- tha 
fided here, to ſuppreſs them; much leſs can MF n 
it be done by two Individuals, the Church- on! 
Wardens, though they were poſſeſſed of the qui 
utmolt Hill in Secular Aﬀairs, or had the moſt WW hai 
ardent Zeal for Religion: In fine, this Charge gui 
feems to be ob/olcte, and ſuch Crimes left to the 
the Proſecution of thoſe who can prove the 
Facts in the proper Courts of Juſtice. If 
To the Second we anſwer, that common pro 
1 Drunkards are puniſhable in a mad 
ſummary Way, by the Statute Law, at the In- Cha 
ſtance of 8 * which is much more 
eligible to purſue, than the expenſive and te- ¶ in u 
dious Method of Preſentment, Fc. which pro- ben 
bably may have no Effect, if carried to its ulti- _s 
mate men 
| 2 | | the 
# Vide the Poor's Rate for Midſummer Quarter, 1705, nua: 


a Perſon in our Pariſh fined a large Sum for Swearing. 


5 123 | 


. Procefi. - And indeed ſuch Proceedings 


ſeem to have been a long Time diſaſed. “. 
To the Third we anſwer, that ſince paſſing 


of the Al of Toleration, ſuch a Charge ſeems 
W to us to be nugatory and void, and impoſlible - 


to be carried into Execution. 
And laſtly, The Matter of not preſenting 


che Vant of a Cheft or Box * with three Locks 
and Keys, required in the Church for Ams ; 
W it is not ſo much as mentioned in the Articles 


of the Viſitation Inquiry But if the Miniſter 


bad hinted to us, that ſuch a Cheſt was want- 


ing, it ſhould have 7/tantly been put up; ſo 


chat he ſeems to be in Fault in this Reſpect 
equal with us: And this we have further and 
only to ſay, in Reſpect to the Viſitation In- 
E quiry, and we aver it to be a Truth; that we 
have not WITTINGLY or. WILLINGLY I been 
E guilty of a Breach of any Charge or Article 
thereof. 


Now 
++ It is highly probable that from the Imbecillity ef 


& Proſecutions by Preſentment, that Acts of Parliament were 
made to puniſh theſe Offences ;| and it ſeems as if theſe 
Charges ought long ſince to have been expunged, or left 
out of the Viſitation Articles of Inquiry. 


* There are very few (if any) Alms Boxes to be found 


in the London Churches, at this Day; and indeed there 


ſeems to be no Occaſion to continue them any longer ; 


and where any ſuch is kept, it is ſcarcely or ever opened, 
for nothing is expected to be found in it, but the EFxcoe- 
8 7:15 of Spiders, or Materials to make their Webs! And 


the late ingenious Hogarth has highly rediculed the Conti - 


"ance of them, by placing a large Cobweb over the Hole 


- 


here the Alms are to be put in. . 


See the Marriage Scene in the Rake's Progteſs. 
t Vige the Charge, page 4, Can. 117. 


_ 
| ſuppreſs the Vices above mentioned is, for eu 
| Mister, who has the Cure gf Souls, to reſide 
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1 in his Pariſh, and publickly from the Pulpt MW di 
| | - - perſuade ſuch Delinquents to lead better Lives; th 
5 and if it ſhould have no Effect, or they ſhould i b 
i | not come to Church, to reprove them privatch i 5 
- at their Houſes—This will be an Operoſe Work Wil x 
bil indeed; and we well know how fond ſome of BW o 
[ the Clergy are of much Labour ! But whilt Wi ;. 
| one Curate leaves his Cure to another, ub * 


SIS ara 7 Ss 1 Jy — 


has alſo a Cure of Souls of his own, which he F 
commits to the Charge of a third Curate,* and i 
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. the Neighbourhood: continues to be fo curated, BR 
| as it has been lately, we muſt deſpair of Suc- WW R 
WW ceſs in a Matter of ſo great Concern ; for it 

| : i ſeems by ſuch Proceedings; as if they had an 

8 Eye more towards ſecular than religious Afairs, ce 
= as that excellent Prelate Dr. Gibſon, ſays, the 
it — Church-Wardens of late Time have. Vide th 
bf . Page 3 of the Pamphlet. fe 
i | Thoſe who Charge us with Omiſfons or Nel C 
4 kf of Duty, are uncharitable, and ought to /: 
j {1 read Matt. vii. 3. and make a proper Appli- WW nc 
| - 

| Nt | It is to this, or ſome other Behaviour of the Clergy, F 
1", that not a few think there are ſo many Methodiſts and 
Cl! Enthuſiaſts, who follow every Wind of Dodrine ; the Effe 8 

= often verifying theſe Lines written by the excellent Auth 

| | | | of Hudibras. | | I 
0 : — Wind in the Hypochondres pent, tic 
il « Is but a Bla/t if downward ſent, V 
70 6 But if it upwards chance to riſe ! 


« Then *tis new Light and Myſteries l 


WET 
Do not we know that ſome Miniſters have 


F ts omitted to read the Act againſt prophane Curl. 
every ing and Swearing, and other Acts and Laws, 
elide once in every Quarter, of a Year, as ſuch Laws 
ulpit WY direct and require, and then endeauour to evade 
Ives; Z the Penalties. therein; Provided for ſuch N eglect 
ould by reading them Pe times in one Month : 
dae Have. not ſome of them omitted reading the 
Vork Homilies, as directed by t the Canon-Law, and 
ne of oftentimes omit doing many Eſſentials requiſite 
hilt BR to be done by the Canons, and yet have eſcaped 
aal with Impunity, although there are /it1g1ous Per- 
h he 5 ſons 1 in their. arithes | 
and Very wonderful indeed! 1 and ſcarce credible. 
-ated, We now return to the Diſpute about the 
SUC- Regiſter. 
or 1 ExCEPTION in the Pamphlet, Page 8. 
d an « Books, and Parchments repoſited in Pa- 
airs, . riſh-Cheſts have been loſt ! | 
the i Anſioer. This could ut have happened, ib 
Vide they had been kept in a Cheſt under three dif- 


8 Locks and Keys, purſuant to the 7oth 
Canon; but it often happens fo, when Mini- 
bers beep them in their Houſes; and we do 
not think a Clergyman's Houſe is fafer from 
Fire than a Laymans 

ANOTHER EXCEPTION. 

«© Some have been much ijured, almoſt eat 


by Yorms, and many rotted and deftroyed by 
Effet Bn © Dampneſs in Churches. 
tho Anſwer. There are ſome Records now in 


Weliminſter-Hall (and Doomſday Book in par- 
ticular) which have been there about 7 or 8co 
Years — Records have been kept in the Joer 


D and 


——— 
K 
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and in the Rolls Chapel, for many Centuries, 
the Miniſters and Church-Wardens would be 


_ occaſion frequent Accidents to happen; but 


during the Winter Seaſon, and ſo our Regiſters 


Inquiry run thus, viz. 


[ 26 ] 
which Places are as damp as Churches; and it 


at the Trouble of airing the Regiſters, &c. with 
a Charcoal, or ſome other Fire, once or twice 1 
Year, the Worms would be deſtroyed, and the 
Damp evaporate, and this Method is uſed in 
the above Places; and we do not find there 
are ſo much as Fire Places in the Repoſitories at 
London, much leſs conſtant Fires, which might 
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our Veſtry has a cunſtant Fire in it every Sund 


can receive no ſuch Harm or Impair, as is ſug- 
geſted they may by remaining always there. 
The Miniſter has /aboured much in his Pam. 
let to enforce an Indulgence only granted to 
im (and other Miniſters) in keeping the Re- 
h ſomelimes at their own Houſes, into a 
aw, or Power at leaſt, to keep them there 
ahvays. | "= 
The Directions in the Articles of Viſitation MW 


Have you a Regiſter- Book of Parchment 
«© wherein'to enter the Day and Year of every 
« Chriſtening, Wedding, and Burial within 
« your Pariſh ? 2. Are the Names of all Per- 
« ſons Chriſtened, together with the Names 
& or Sirnames of their Parents, and alſo the 
« Names of all Perſons Married and Buried 
ce jn the Pariſh the Week before, and the Day 


<« and Year of every ſuch Chriſtening, Mar- BW ane 
riage, and Burial, duly entered in the faid 5 


Book! 


( 27 ] 


* 


r 1 
'"Y 


„. Book? 3. For the ſafe keeping of the faid 

P b « Book, 3 you a Coffer provided, with 

be three Locks and Keys according to the Can- 
wi BY .. on in that Behalf ?” | 
Fa We doubt not, but it is as obvious to every 
d Body, as the Light at Noon Day is to one 
ch vo can fee; that the 7oth Canon was made 
= to prevent ſome Male Practices in future, 
n which had been diſcovered to have been then- 

@ tofore done: 5 
mdy AND WHAT, HAS BEEN DONE MAY BE 
ers pour AGAIN : | 


Ik ſo, then it is a Matter of ſuch Conſequence 
to have the Regiſter kept according to the Di- 
rection of the Canon, that no Parith ought to 


0 
* give up the Point, however  operoſe the Canon 
Re. may be, or however prejudicial to Indivi- 
20 „ uabs: And it not being wanting at CHriſten- 
here i ings or Burials (as the Miniſter keeps a Minute 
Bock for that Purpoſe) ſo the Trouble of en- 
ton ! tering the Minute into the Regiſter-Book, be- 
fore or after Divine Service every Sunday, when 
| | the Church-Wardens of Courſe attend, is too 
nent trifling to murmur at. TR 
we In reſpet to the Regi/ter-Book of Marriages, 
- kept purſuant to the late Act of Parliament, as 
er ve were not defirous of giving the Miniſter 
115 any unneceſſary Troubie, or to put him in Dan- 
yy | ger of logſing any Marriage Fees, and it being 
Day D Foſitively 
oY * Some Church- Wardens have been ſo extremely remiſs 


| and negligent of their Duty, as to ſign a Tranſcript of the 
Regiſter to be tranſmitted to the Commons, without exa- 
ok? mining it with the original Regiſter-Book. 

* Vide Page 33 of the Pamphlet. 
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= a Certificate of their Marriage i in it, im. 


it, and the Entries he makes therein, under 


28 


y required that the Parties married ö 


Mledliately after the Solemnization; and as all 
Marriages (we preſume) ought to be enterel I 
ul in the general Regiller Book, we did not 
inſiſt of the new Regiſter Book being put into 
the- Cheſt ; but we never imagined that the 
Miniſter would ſuffer it to 71/que its Fate with if 
© the Surplice, and other things in daily Up} 
becauſe, at his Peril, he ought to take Care of 


Pain of ſuffering the Penalties provided by the 
Act, for ſuch his Neglect: And the 7oth Canon 
could have 70 Reference to it, as that Canon 
was made near 1 50 Years before the paſling df 


the Marriage Act; and leſt any Accident ſhould Bi ke 
happen to the new Regiſter, it ſeems abſolute. C 
1y neceſſary that all Marriages ſhould be en - Ac 
tered in the general Regiſter, either from the 7 
Minute Book, or new Regiſter, as the atis pre 
ſeems to have been in a great Meaſure calcu- | 
lated for the Safety of the Miniſter, and Per-. nif 
ſons married conjunctih, and the former foley Wi in 
for the Safety of the Perſons married, their WW up 
Property, Sc. and as the Uſe of the oenerd | ke: 
Regiſter, in Reſpect to Marriages, is not e. anc 
preſily or tacitly laid afide by the late Marriage Bl A 
Add, it will be commendable to continue it, more i 
eſpecially as the new Regiſter may be hf & 
torn, by being 7umbled about in the Veſtry, 0 4 
deftroyed by Fire, or ſome other Accident, at the Wi ** 
Miniſter's Houſe, if it is kept there. m the 
be 
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” This Matter of not locking up the new Ret” _ 
iter with the General Regifter, the Miniſter 
has trumpeted out “ as a Crime, or Violation of 


che 70th Canon, which we wanted to enforce ; 
and by his Letter of the 2oth of January + he 
has laid it as a Trap for us, and he thinks we 
have ſo compleatly fallen into it, that we 


can never fairly get out again: This artful 


: Behaviour ſurely ſmells more of the old ea- 
venous Tricks of an Old Baily Solicitor, than 


* * U and the Calumny endeavoured to 
be fixed upon us thereby is very difingenuoully 


W attempted at. | 


But let us ſuppoſe, for Argument Sake, that 


the Miniſter has a Right, 'or is permitted to 


keep the Regiſter Book at his Houſe, and the 
Church-Wardens, by Reaſon thereof, has not 
Acceſs to, or the Peruſal of it, above once or 
twice a Year; in ſuch Caſe then, it is highly 
probable, that many Miſtakes and Miſentries 


may be made in it, notwithſtanding the Mi- 
niſter ſhould take the utmoſt Care and Caution 


in the Matter ; but if the Regiſter is locked 
up purſuant to' the Canon, and as the Miniſter 


keeps a Minute Book, or inſtantaneous Regiſter, 
and if the Church-Wardens are preſent when 
formal Entry is made therefrom, into the 


Regiſter 


_® Vide Page 55 and 56 of the Pamphlet. 
+ In his Letter he ſays “ Theſe are the Words of the 


Canon, That the Regiſter for Chriſtenings, Weddings 
* and Burials, ſhall be put into a ſure Coffer, &c.” and 
4 hints, in Page 22, of the Pamphlet, that they ſhould not 


de brought out again, without petitioning the Court, 
Amazing Abſurdities indeed | 


"= 


_. 1 
Regiſter or Record, no Miſtakes in Relſped 
thereto can happen, becauſe the Church-War. ll 
dens often go over the Pariſh, from Door w 
Door, in collecting Rates, Briefs, &c. and are 
in daily Converſation with the Inhabitants, and 
therefore perſonally acquainted with them, their 
Tranſactions, Deſigns, and Connections, and 
are more capable of detecting any Impoſition 
that might be attempted, than the Miniſter, in 
the Nature of things poſſibly can be; and 
much eaſier can any Miſtakes or Miſentries be 
corrected or ſet right, when they are recent, 
than when they become „ale or forgot; which 
muſt be the Caſe when the Regiſter is in 1 
latent Diſpefition, or private Hands, and keyt 
from the View of the Pariſh Officers; an 
therefore the Directions of the Canon cannot ani 
muſt not be diſpenſea with. 1 by 
And we apprehend that if the Regiſter i 
not hereafter kept as the Law directs, any Pa- 
ri/hioner may preſent the Breach or Neglect of 
it, at a future Viſitation ; or ſeek for Relief in 
the Commons, or Weſtminſter- Hall, and that the 
ſame will be done if Neceflity requires it. 
So much for the Regilter. . 
And we cannot help taking Notice of a mi} 
extraordinary Note, which appears in the 29ti i 
Page of the Pamphlet, viz. 
« A great many Copies of a Hymn for 
« Chriſtmas-Day, of fix Stanzas, and under: 
« neath John Caſenerve and William Witherigh, 
« Church-Wardens of the Pariſh of Chathan, 
« 1765, had been lately printed — ne . 
| e 


* 


; 31 

chere is a great deal of Reaſon to believe, 
intended to have been made uſe of in Chatham 
Church, if it had not been properly fignified, 
chat no ſuch Power did belong to the Office 
of Church-Warden. 
Would not a /range Reader think, on read- 
Ing this Note, that the printed Hymn was 
Wr:gnant with, or contained ſome heretical Doc- 
ine, or entbufiaſtical Expreſſions. or . Notions, or 
Wmething contrary to the Principles of the Church 
Wt England? We here preſent you with a Copy 
f the printed Hymn (which was taken out of 
| Dr. Green's Plalmody) and the Hymn which 
®B ſung in its ſtead, in. oppoſite Pages, for 


ur more eaſily comparing of them together. 


ect of 
ief in 


it the 


ae 8 


n for 
nder- 
erigdt, 
ban, 
nd — 

there 


* 


F - . a 
a& «"Y OG, [$4 . * x * 


1 H v M N for Corifmai-Dig 


Tf Hit Shepherds watch' d their Frau 
Night, 

All ſeated on the n 
The Angel of the Lord appear 47 
| And Glories them ſurround. 


Fear not, he faid, for mi ghey Dead 

Had ſeiz d their toubled Mind; 

Lo, I glad Tidings. now do bring, „ 
To you and all Mankind. MS 
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In David's Town this 1 is born, 

A Son of his own Line, 8 
The promis d Seed of Royal Race, 
And this ſhall be the Sign. 


Go to the Place, of which I ſpeak, 

A Babe youll find, as ſaid, 

Wrapt meanly up in Swadling Bands, 
And 1 in a Manger laid. 


When thus the Angel had declar'd, 
The News he was to bring, 
A Multitude of Heavenly Breed, 


1 Like Words in Rapture ſing: 

# | All Glory be to God on high, 

x i To Men on Earth be Peace; 

bi 0 Now Love and Mercy they enjoy, 
= That's never like to ceaſe. 


[33 ] 


WT he Era for Chrifmas-Day, e was ſung. 


Hile eee watch ' d their Flocks by 
Night, 

All (rated on the Ground, 

METhe Angel of the Lord came down, 

And Glory ſhone around. 


= el 4 Fear not, he ſaid, for mighty Dr wb 
Had ſeiz d their troubled Mind, 

AY 0 cia d Tidings of great Joy I bring 

10 you, and all Mankind. | 


ro you, in David's Town, this Day, 
Is born of David's Line, 

BS The Saviour, who is Chriſt the Lord, 
And this ſhall be the Sign. 


Tue Heav'nly Babe you there ſhall find, 
BY To human View diſplay d, 

All meanly wrapt in Swathing Bands, 

= And in a Manger laid. 


: Thus ſpake the Seraph, and forthwith, 
] hn d a ſhining Throng 

Of Angels, praifing God, and thus 
Addreſs d cheir joyful Song. 


Al Glory be to God on high, 
And to the Earth be Peace, | 
Good-Will, henceforth from Heaven to Man, 
Begin and never ceaſe. 

E Pray 
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Pray is not the Difference between them tw 
trifling to rajſe ſuch a Suſpicion and Fuſs abou 
it? We only printed a Hymn, which had bee 
uſed in the ſame Church on the ſame Armin. 
ſary, for twenty or thirty Years laſt paſt, for the 
Eaſe of the Pariſhioners ; it being uſual for the 
Clerk, who is an old Man, and not fo well 
underſtood as formerly, to read it Line by Line, iſ 
which this Method intended to prevent; but 
it was laid aſide by the Miniſter uſing his Ay. 
thority in that Reſpect; which he would hay 
the World believe we wonted to deprive hin 

We cannot paſs over Page 38 likewiſe, with- 
out taking Notice of the Miniſter's extrean 
Kindneſs towards us, in not taking Advantage 
of our precipitate Proceedings, and our going 
on with gal Veſtries; and that we had been 
told of our Errors, and reaſoned with freely and 
calmly on the Subject: We deny that our Pro. 
ceedings were any ways precipitate, but done on 
the moſt mature Deliberation, as appears by the 
Account thereof in the Beginning of this Book; 
and we inſſſt that the Veſtries were /egally bel 
notwithſtanding his 2pſe dixit, or Inſinuation 
to the Contrary: and as to our having been 
told of our Errors, &c. we muſt confeſs them 
has been much Converſation, Altercation am 
Chit Chat about the Matter ; but we perſevered 


in our Undertaking, becauſe we were ſure thi . 
we were committing no Errors, and were doing il N. 
no more than what was afually zncumbent Ol WW 


us to do. 


„ ow EC 


And 


E 


And now the impartial Reader may determine, 


abo hether we had not at our fir ſetting out in 
been his Buſineſs, /uficient Reaſon for requiring the 
b, Regiſter-Books to be kept in a Cheſt in the 
or the church, under three Locks and Keys, pur- 


Want to the Direction of the 7<th Canon. 


) wel . * nd, _— 3 8 
Line Whether our Application to the Miniſter in 
; bu tchat Behalf, was not done in a proper, dutrful, 
s Au- end reſþef7ful Manner: And, | 


Whether all our ſubſequent Proceedings were 
not tranſacted on mature Conſideration, and in as 
Woenerous, open, and fair a Method as the Na- 
with ture of the Caſe would permit: And, 

Whether we are not ſufficiently juſtiſyd in the 


F 


ntage Publication of this Caſe and Anſwer. And 
going 8. Laſtly, He may cogſider, whether 

been BW The Minitter, by ſuch his wiTTInNGLY, 
fy and RF 0BSTINATELY, and AUTHORITATIVELY 
Pro. 277hho/ding the Regiſter from the Pariſh, as a- 
ne on bove ſet forth, contrary to the expreſs Re- 
y the {irictions of the 7oth Canon: And 

ook; By ſuch a partial Publication as his late 


Pamphlet: Which is certainly ſuch, by his not 
ſetting forth therein, the Matter in Diſpute, in 


been an era Series of Time; and not taking the 
there N La Notice of the Lord Biſhop of Rochelter”'s 
; Letter, ſent to him on the Affair, which might 
vered I have ended the Diſpute in its Infancy : And 
tha WW By his publiſhing his Letters with ſuch 
doing Matilations, Omiſfions and Alterations ; and ro- 
ut on iy omitting to inſert the ſeveral Letters and 
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nt 1 him during the Controverly, 

| that he has © uſed his moſt cordial Endea 
to ſbut out Strife and Diſcord, and to 
Peace and 9 1 in the Pariſh; and 
is a Well-Wiſher.to that Unity, . which 2 
e jg a moſt conſummate and difſuſrve BI ; 
and may be compared to the very Uni 

« the High Prich of God, &c.” 08 Nor, 
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, Kraut. in the Tide Page, for right read 
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